
DENSITY RESTRICTIONS 
NSW VIC QLD WA SA TAS ACT NT 
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How many people can 
attend? 
 
INDOOR 
 
One person per 4 square 
metres (excluding staff),  
OR  
50% capacity of the venue 
(to a maximum of 1000 
persons including children), 
whichever is the greater.  
 
Create NSW has advised that 
you can submit exemption 
requests for events (including 
for those events planned for 
post-December 2020). More 
information can be found 
here.  
 
OUTDOOR 

500 people can attend an 
outdoor seated music 
performance, subject to the 
4sqm rule. 

People must be seated during 
the performance. 

On 19 November 2020, the 
New South Wales 
Government announced the 
easing of some density 
restrictions from 23 
November 2020 for outdoor 
events ahead of the festive 
season: 
 
Increased capacity for 

How many people can 
attend?  

INDOOR 

Indoor entertainment 
venues, including 
cinemas and theatres, 
can open to a 
maximum of 20 
people per space and 
a 1.5m distance 
between groups with a 
maximum of 10 people 
per booking. 

Performance or 
screening times must 
be staggered, with at 
least a 30-minute 
interval between 
sessions to avoid 
crowds in foyers and 
bathrooms. 

For live music 
performances and 
rehearsals, a physical 
distance of two metres 
is required between 
performers, and a 
distance of five metres 
must be maintained 
between performers 
and the audience. 
Performers are 
excluded from venues 
caps. There should be 
no more than five 
people singing or using 

How many people can 
attend? 

INDOOR 

One person per 2 
square metres or up to 
100% of seated venue 
capacity at ticketed 
events with patrons in 
allocated seating (e.g. 
theatre, live music, 
cinemas and sports). 
Patrons are to wear 
masks on entry and 
exit.  

Venues must adhere to 
the approved COVID 
Safe Industry Plan 
(COVID Safe Industry 
Plan for Live 
performance, 
Venues/Theatres) or 
have their own 
approved COVID Safe 
Plan.  

A physical distance of 
two metres is required 
between performers 
and the audience, 
except choirs which 
remain at 4 metres 
from the audience. 

OUTDOOR  

One person per 2 
square metres or up to 
100% of seated venue 

How many people can 
attend? 

INDOOR 

One person per 2 
square metres. 
Including staff at 
venues that hold more 
than 500 patrons. 
 
The maximum capacity 
for seated 
entertainment is 60% of 
the fixed seating 
capacity or  
(if it is higher) one 
person per 2 square 
metres for venues with 
fixed seating regularly 
used for ticketed 
entertainment 
immediately before 15 
March 2020 or 11.59 
pm on 23 October 
2020.  

Events that are 
required to develop a 
COVID Event Plan must 
follow these additional 
rules. 

Major sport and 
Entertainment venues: 

The temporary capacity 
of major stadiums is: 

• Optus Stadium 
(Concerts – 35,000) 

How many people 
can attend? 

INDOOR and 
OUTDOOR 
 
Currently one person 
per 4 square metres 
(previously one 
person per 2 square 
metres prior to the 
COVID-19 cluster 
outbreak), at a place: 
• (as a whole), or  
• the total number of 

present in any 
single room or 
enclosed area.  

 
These requirements 
apply only to patrons, 
not staff.  
 
The maximum 
number of attendees 
at a place of business 
is determined by its 
size. 
 
Steps must be taken 
to maintain 1.5m 
physical distancing. 
 

How many people 
can attend? 

INDOOR  

Whichever is lower: 

• One person per 2 
square metres: or  

• 250 people per 
single undivided 
space. 

OUTDOOR 

Whichever is lower: 

• One person per 2 
square metres: or  

• 1,000 people for 
outdoor each 
single undivided 
space.  

All people in any 
single undivided 
space count towards 
the maximum 
number of people 
permitted. Children 
and babies also count 
towards the 
maximum number. 

How many people can 
attend? 

INDOOR and OUTDOOR 

Large indoor performance 
venues (with forward-facing 
and mostly fixed seating) can 
have ticketed events of no 
more than 50% capacity, up 
to 1,000 people, provided 
they have a COVID Safe Plan 
for each specific event. 

Enclosed outdoor venues 
with permanent tiered 
seating and grandstands can 
have no more than 50% 
capacity, up to 1,000 people, 
provided they have a COVID 
Safe Plan for each event. 

GIO Stadium and Manuka 
Oval can have no more than 
50% capacity with an 
appropriate COVID Safe Plan 
in place for each event. 

Cinemas and movie theatres 
can sell up to 50% capacity of 
each theatre (in accordance 
with new gathering 
restrictions). 

• One person per four 
square metres of usable 
space in each indoor 
space (excluding staff) 

How many people 
can attend? 

INDOOR and 
OUTDOOR 

Patrons can attend 
any cinema or 
theatre, concert hall, 
music hall, dance hall, 
nightclub, 
amusement venue, 
any other similar 
entertainment venue, 
as well as any arena, 
stadium, sporting 
facility including 
community and 
sporting 
competitions, with 
spectators seated in 
accordance with their 
approved COVID-19 
Event Safety Plan. 

A minimum distance 
of 1.5 metres should 
be maintained at all 
times between 
individuals who are 
not family contacts or 
part of the same 
household. 

Physical distancing 
and hygiene 
principles should be 
considered and 
implemented. 
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outdoors singing and carols: 
 
Up to 30 singers will be 
permitted outdoors, subject 
to COVID-safe requirements 
(the limit of 5 remains for 
indoor venues). The audience 
or congregation may 
participate in the singing, but 
anyone 12 years or older 
must wear a mask. 
 
Increased capacity for 
controlled outdoor events 
(such as concerts) that are 
ticketed and held in an 
enclosed or fenced area: 
 
Up to 3,000 people can 
attend with 1 person per 2 
square metres if assigned a 
seat, or 1 person per 4 square 
metres if seated in an 
allocated seated area (e.g. 
where the grass is marked or 
on picnic rugs). 

REGIONAL NSW 

Work is underway in regional 
NSW to allow up to 5000 
people at any given time to 
attend shows in 2021. 
 
Safety measures will include 
social distancing, controlled 
access at entry points to 
minimise crowding, attendee 
limits depending on venue 
size and the 4 square metre 
rule. 
 

wind or brass 
instruments if the 
rehearsal or 
performance is held 
indoors. This doesn’t 
apply for professional 
musicians. 

OUTDOOR 

A band can perform 
music outdoors in 
hospitality venues. 
Restrictions apply. 
Performers and band 
members are included 
in the venue cap. 

Outdoor seated venues: 

• Fixed seating: the 
lower of 50 people 
or 25% of the 
venue’s fixed seat 
capacity 

• No Fixed Seating 
with allocated 
seated spaces: one 
person per 4 
square metres, 
with a maximum 
of 50 patrons 

• Groups are limited 
to 10 people and 
must be seated 1.5 
metres from other 
groups. 

capacity at ticketed 
events with patrons in 
allocated seating. 

For drive in cinemas 
people should remain 
in their vehicles to the 
extent possible. 

INDOOR AND 
OUTDOOR EVENTS 

INDOOR EVENTS 

• Fewer than 500 
people – must 
comply with a COVID 
Safe Event Checklist, 
no further approval 
needed; 

• Between 500 and 
10,000 people - 
must comply with 
a COVID Safe Event 
Plan approved by 
local public health 
units; 

• Over 10,000 people - 
must comply with 
a COVID Safe Event 
Plan approved by 
the Chief Health 
Officer. 

OUTDOOR EVENTS 

• Fewer than 1500 
people – must 
comply with a COVID 
Safe Event Checklist, 
no further approval 
needed; 

• Between 1500 and 
10,000 people - 
must comply with 
a COVID Safe Event 
Plan approved by 

• HBF Park (Concerts – 
16,500) 

• HBF Stadium 
(Concerts – 2945) 

• RAC Arena (Concerts 
– 8250) 

• One person per two 
square metres of usable 
space in each outdoor 
space (excluding staff) 

• 25 people (excluding 
staff) across venues with 
a total usable space of 
100 square metres or 
less 

• Maximum of 500 people 
for each space. 

Usable space is the space that 
people can freely move 
around in, not including the 
following areas: 

• stages & similar areas; 

• restrooms, changerooms 
& similar areas; 

• areas occupied by 
fixtures, fittings, and 
displays; and 

• staff only areas and 
areas that are closed off 
or not being used. 

Audiences must remain 
seated, with 1.5 metres 
between seated groups 
within cinemas, movie 
theatres and live 
performance venues.  

https://liveperformance.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f69bd6ca06f4076989d42262a&id=9076bd4ed3&e=19f5897583
https://liveperformance.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f69bd6ca06f4076989d42262a&id=9076bd4ed3&e=19f5897583
https://www.coronavirus.vic.gov.au/entertainment-and-culture-metropolitan-melbourne-third-step


local public health 
units; 

Over 10,000 people - 
must comply with 
a COVID Safe Event 
Plan approved by the 
Chief Health Officer. 

STATE AND TERRITORY BORDER RESTRICTIONS 
NSW VIC QLD WA SA TAS ACT NT 

Who can enter NSW without 
restriction? 
 
All states and territories 
except for Victoria (allowed 
with a permit). The state 
border will reopen to Victoria 
on 23 November 2020. 
 
Find out more here. 

Who can enter Victoria 
without restriction? 
 
All states and territories 
except for people from 
a declared South 
Australia area of risk. 
 
Anyone arriving from 
South Australia at 
Melbourne airport will 
be interviewed and may 
be asked to take a rapid 
COVID-19 test. 
 
Anyone coming from a 
SA area of risk will be 
required to get tested 
and self-isolate until a 
negative test result is 
received. 
 
From 11.59pm on 19 
November to 11.59pm 
on 21 November 2020, 
the Victorian border is 
closed to anyone 
entering from South 
Australia. 

Who can enter QLD 
without restriction? 
 
All states and territories 
except for those which 
Queensland considers  
COVID-19 hotspots, 
including: 
• Victoria; and 
•  32 Local 

Government Areas in 
New South Wales; 
and 

• Metropolitan 
Adelaide. 

 
 

Who can enter WA 
without restriction? 
 
All states and territories 
except for South 
Australia. 

Border restrictions in 
WA are based on the 
locations travellers 
have spent time in 
during the 14 days prior 
to their arrival and 
whether the area is a 
either very low risk, low 
risk or medium risk. 

Travellers who have 
been in South Australia 
in that past 14 days 
cannot enter WA unless 
they meet exemption 
requirements.  

Find out more here. 

Who can enter SA 
without restriction? 
 
All states and 
territories except for 
travellers who have 
been in Victoria in the 
past 14 days. 

Who can enter TAS 
without restriction? 
 
Border restrictions in 
Tasmania are based 
on the locations 
travellers have spent 
time in during the 14 
days prior to their 
arrival and whether 
the area is 
low, medium or high-
risk. 

 

Who can enter ACT without 
restriction? 
 
All states and territories 
except for travellers who 
have been in Victoria in the 
last 14 days. The ACT will 
follow the lead of NSW in 
dropping restrictions on 
travel from Victoria on 23 
November 2020. 

All non-essential travel 
between the ACT and South 
Australia is discouraged. 

ACT Health will provide 
travellers from South 
Australia with information 
about COVID-19 symptoms 
and testing locations in the 
ACT. 

Testing is conducted at the 
airport for anyone arriving 
from South Australia with 
COVID-19 symptoms. 

Find out more here. 

Who can enter NT 
without restriction? 
 
All states and 
territories. 
 

Can Victorians enter NSW 
with a permit? 
 
Anyone who has been in 
Victoria in the past 14 days 
must apply for an exemption 
to travel to NSW.  

Can travellers enter VIC 
with a permit? 
 
From 11.59pm on 19 
November  to 11.59pm 
on 21 November 2020, 

Can travellers enter 
QLD with a permit? 
 
Residents of all states 
and territories 
permitted to enter QLD 
must: 

Can travellers enter 
WA with a permit? 
 
All travellers to WA 
must apply online for a 
G2G PASS. 

Can restricted 
travellers enter SA 
with a permit? 
 
Only approved 
categories of 
Essential Travellers 

Can restricted 
travellers enter TAS 
with a permit? 
 
All travellers to  
Tasmania must 
register online at Tas 

Can restricted travellers 
enter ACT with a permit? 
 

Travellers entering the ACT 
from Victoria must have an 
exemption from ACT Health. 

Do travellers need a 
permit? 
 
Anyone entering NT, 
including returning 
Territorians must: 
 

https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/what-you-can-and-cant-do-under-rules/border-restrictions/guide
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/infectious+diseases/covid-19/testing+and+tracing/contact+tracing/contact+tracing
https://www.sahealth.sa.gov.au/wps/wcm/connect/public+content/sa+health+internet/conditions/infectious+diseases/covid-19/testing+and+tracing/contact+tracing/contact+tracing
https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/current-status/hotspots-covid-19
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/covid-communications/covid-19-coronavirus-controlled-interstate-border#lr
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https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/travellers-and-visitors/coming-to-tasmania#high
https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/travellers-and-visitors/coming-to-tasmania#high
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/community/travel
https://www.g2gpass.com.au/
https://www.covid-19.sa.gov.au/health-advice/essential-traveller-health-exemption
https://arrivals.dpipwe.tas.gov.au/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/exemption-application


 
To apply for an exemption, 
travellers must complete a 
Request for entry to NSW  
form. 
 
When you have completed 
the form contact LPA to 
assist you to submit and 
prioritise your application 
with NSW Health. 
 
An alternative for Victorians 
who do not have an 
exemption to enter NSW is to 
enter, and undertake 
quarantine, in the Northern 
Territory. When the 
quarantine period is 
complete, the person can 
then enter NSW without the 
need to quarantine again.   

Only freight drivers, 
people with medical 
emergencies or urgent 
animal welfare matters 
can enter Victoria 
 
From 11.59 pm, 21 
November travellers 
from SA will need a 
permit to enter Victoria 
 
Details for the permit 
scheme are yet to be 
released. 
 
Find out more here and 
here. 
 

 
• Apply for a 

Queensland Border 
Declaration Pass 

• Provide an 
undertaking that 
they will present for 
a COVID-19 test if 
they develop COVID-
19 symptoms within 
14 days of entering 
Queensland 

• Comply with the 
undertaking while 
present in 
Queensland. 

Find out more here. 

Travellers are 
categorised as based on 
where they have spent 
the last 14 days: 

Very low risk – ACT, NT, 
QLD (no quarantine) 
 
Low risk: NSW, VIC 
(self-quarantine for 14 
days; present for 
COVID-19 test on day 
11)  

Medium Risk: SA 
(not permitted to enter 
without an exemption). 

 
 

from Victoria can 
enter SA. 

 Find out more here. 

e-travel for a G2G 
PASS. 

Travellers are 
categorised as based 
on where they have 
spent the last 14 
days: 

Low risk – ACT, NT, 
QLD, WA, NSW, New 
Zealand. 
Medium Risk: VIC (to 
27 November), SA 

High Risk: Overseas 
(other than New 
Zealand), cruise ships 

 

ACT residents must notify 
ACT Health of their intention 
to return. 

 

• fill in a Border 
Entry Form 
 
• sign a declaration 
on arrival  
Find out more here. 

QUARANTINE 
 
14-day quarantine in 
government arranged 
accommodation for NSW 
residents returning from 
Victoria, or Victorians with a 
valid permit. 
 
Who pays for hotel 
quarantine? 

The traveller pays: 

• Individual - $3,000 
• Additional adults - $1,000 
• children under 18 - $500 
• child under 3 years - free 

 
  
 
 

QUARANTINE 
 
 14 day self quarantine 
for anyone who has 
been SA in the last 14 
days and attended a 
high risk exposure zone 
or RED ZONE 
 
Get tested and isolate 
for anyone from 
metropolitan Adelaide 
(other than those from 
a high risk exposure 
zone) or ORANGE ZONE 
 
Get tested if symptoms 
develop for all other SA 
travellers or GREEN 
ZONE 

QUARANTINE 
 
Anyone arriving from 
SA already in 
Queensland who 
entered between 7 and 
16 November 2020 is 
encouraged to get 
tested and self-
quarantine. 
  
14-day quarantine in a 
government arranged 
accommodation for 
anyone, including 
Queensland residents, 
returning to 
Queensland from a 
hotspot (including 
anyone from Adelaide 
entering after 16 
November 2020).  
 
Exemptions from hotel 
quarantine can be 

QUARANTINE 
 
Very low risk:   
no quarantine 
 
Low risk:  
14 day self-quarantine; 
present for COVID-19 
test on day 11  

Medium Risk:  
If granted an exemption 
to enter - 14-day self-
quarantine, present for 
COVID-19 test within 48 
hours and  on day 11; 
wear a face covering 
until arrival at self -
quarantine or 
government quarantine 
facility. 

Who pays for 
government hotel 
quarantine? 

If a traveller is assessed 
as requiring hotel 

QUARANTINE 

14-day self-
quarantine for 
travellers or returning 
residents who have 
been in Victoria in the 
past 14-days. 

 

QUARANTINE 
 
Low risk travellers  
Register their travel 
online at Tas e-travel 
at least 3 days before 
arrival. No quarantine 
 
Medium Risk 
Travellers  
Register travel online 
at Tas e-travel at least 
3 days before arrival. 
Submit intended 14-
day quarantine 
location via the G2G 
Pass system. 
 
High Risk Travellers 
Register travel online 
at Tas e-travel at least 
3 days before arrival. 
Register via the G2G 
Pass system at least 3 
days before arrival. 
14 days quarantine in 

QUARANTINE 

14-day mandatory self- 
quarantine at home or in a 
hotel, for travellers returning 
from a Victorian area of 
restriction or concern. 

 

 

QUARANTINE 

14-days of 
mandatory 
supervised 
quarantine, for 
people who have 
been in an active 
declared COVID-19 
hotspot (Victoria to 
30 November 2020, 
or South Australia) 14 
days before arrival. 

Who pays for hotel 
quarantine? 

The traveller pays. 

• Individual - $2,500 
• Family - $5,000 
 
Additional 10 days (if 
required) 
• Individual - $1,750 
• Family - $3,500 
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applied for but are 
rarely granted. 
 
Who pays for hotel 
quarantine? 

The traveller pays: 

• Individual - $2,800 
• 2 adults - $3,710 
• 2 adults, 2 children - 

$4,620 

quarantine, the 
traveller pays: 

• Individual - $2,520 
• Couple - $3,360 
• Additional person - 

$60 per day 

Find out more here. 

government-
designated 
accommodation. 

Who pays for hotel 
quarantine?  

The traveller pays: 

• Individual - $2,800 
• Couple - $3,800 
• Family (2 adults, 1 

child) - $4,300 
• Family (2 adults, 2 

or more children) - 
$4,800 

Find out more here. 

Exemptions may 
apply under strict 
criteria. 

Date: 19 November 2020 

https://www.qld.gov.au/health/conditions/health-alerts/coronavirus-covid-19/protect-yourself-others/quarantine/hotel-quarantine
https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/covid-19-coronavirus-travel-wa
https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/travellers-and-visitors/quarantine
https://coronavirus.tas.gov.au/travellers-and-visitors/coming-to-tasmania
https://coronavirus.nt.gov.au/travel/exemptions

